
THE EASYGUIDE TO BUYING A SILENCER



O
W

N
E

R
SH

IP

OWNING A SILENCER DOESN’T HAVE TO 
BE DIFFICULT.

SilencerCo’s® SuppressEd EasyGuide provides you with 
the simplest and most pleasant silencer buying experience 
possible. Whether this is your first or fourteenth silencer, our 
EasyGuide removes the mystery and confusion of navigating 
the ownership process.

Should I Purchase As 
An Individual or A Trust?

To purchase a silencer, your dealer will legally transfer the silencer to you with approval 
from the BATFE.1 You will need to decide if you want to purchase as an individual or 
through an NFA2 trust.

INDIVIDUAL

EasyGuide Checklist
Example Forms
Blank Forms

TRUST

EasyGuide Checklist
Example Forms
Blank Forms

Purchasing a silencer as an individual
is convenient and quick.

INDIVIDUAL BENEFITS
No Legal Costs
Less Paperwork
Smaller Margin of Error

Purchasing a silencer through an NFA trust 
provides flexibility and peace of mind.

TRUST BENEFITS
Multiple Person Ownership
Add New Owners At Any Time
Property Protection After Death

TERMS & TIPS

The BATFE, or ATF, is the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, 
& Explosives, a law enforcement agency under the U.S. 
Department of Justice.

The National Firearms Act (NFA) of 1934 was enacted by 
Congress to provide for the taxation of manufacturers, 
importers, and dealers in certain firearms and machine guns, 
to tax the sale or other disposal of such weapons, and to 
restrict importation and regulate interstate transportation 
thereof.
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Filing as an Individual

Filing as a Trust

Blank Forms

Mailing Checklist
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The primary transfer and registration application 
for all Title II NFA Weapons (the legal classification 
for a silencer).

Passport photos can be obtained through several 
convenient channels, including shipping centers 
and pharmacies. We recommend speaking with 
your dealer for local suggestions.

Fingerprint cards may be taken by any business 
or government agency who is properly equipped 
to take fingerprints. All fingerprint cards should be 
completed in blue or black ink.

 A CLEO is as an officer of the law with authority 
over your county of residence’s jurisdiction who is 
notified of your intent to own and has the authority 
to present ineligibilities to the BATFE. Since this 
authority is not exclusive, multiple people may 
qualify as your CLEO. Ask your dealer about eligible 
local contacts to help you narrow your search.

Payment may be credit or debit card, cash, check, 
or money order. We recommend checks because 
when it clears, you know your forms are being 
reviewed. We also recommend writing the serial 
number of your suppressor on the memo line. 

Use our example form to carefully complete (2) included 
BATFE Form 4s (5320.4)1 and sign in blue or black ink

Obtain (2) passport photos 2 and affix one to each Form 4; 
do NOT staple

Make (1) photocopy of your completed Form 4 with passport 
photo affixed 

Use our example form to carefully complete 
(2) FBI  Form FD-258s3 in blue or black ink

Identify your local Chief Law Enforcement Officer (CLEO)4

Write a $200 check5  to the BATFE

Use our included envelopes to mail your completed 
paperwork to the BATFE and your CLEO

1

2

3

4

5

TERMS & TIPS

Follow our step-by-step guide  to transfer your new silencer  
as an individual.

EasyGuide For Individuals

INCLUDED EXAMPLE 
FORMS

BATFE Form 4 (5320.4)
FBI Form FD-258

INCLUDED BLANK FORMS

(2) BATFE Form 4s (5320.4)

Your dealer will notify you when your silencer is ready for pickup.
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INDIVIDUAL EXAMPLE FORM  
 BATFE FORM 5320.4 

INDIVIDUAL EXAMPLE FORM  
 BATFE FORM 5320.4 

JOHN INDIVIDUAL
123 MAIN STREET
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84116

JOE DEALER
456 MAIN STREET
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84116

SILENCERCO, LLC
5511 S 6055 W
WEST VALLEY CITY, UT 84118 SILENCER

JOE DEALER, AUTHORIZED OFFICIAL MM/DD/YYYY

 123456                                78                            1G                            01234 12-3456789                                          2

22LR
XXX-XXX-XX

22 Sparrow SS

5.08"

(XXX) XXX-XXXX

SALT LAKE

JOHN INDIVIDUAL

ALL LAWFUL PURPOSES

MM/DD/YYYY

UTAH HIGHWAY PATROL JAMES OFFICER, LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIAL

789 MAIN STREET
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84116
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INDIVIDUAL EXAMPLE FORM  
 BATFE FORM 5320.4 

INDIVIDUAL EXAMPLE FORM  
 BATFE FORM 5320.4 

200.00
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INDIVIDUAL EXAMPLE FORM  
 BATFE FORM 5320.4 

INDIVIDUAL EXAMPLE FORM  
 BATFE FORM 5320.4 
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INDIVIDUAL EXAMPLE FORM  
FBI FORM FD-258

INDIVIDUAL EXAMPLE FORM  
FBI FORM FD-258

INDIVIDUAL              JOHN                        DOE

UTAH HIGHWAY PATROL
456 MAIN STREET
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84116

SILENCER PURCHASE

xx/xx/xxxx

xx   xx   xxxx

U.S. CITIZEN                            M         W        6'4"         200      BLU     BRO     SALT LAKE CITY, UT

XXX-XX-XXXX

123 MAIN STREET
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84116
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EasyGuide For Trusts
The primary transfer and registration application for all Title 
II NFA Weapons (the legal classification for a silencer).

In the case of a trust, those persons with the power or 
authority to direct the management and policies of the 
trust include any person who has the capability to exercise 
such power and possesses, directly or indirectly, the power or 
authority under any trust instrument, or under State law, to 
receive, possess, ship, transport, deliver, transfer, or otherwise 
dispose of a firearm for, or on behalf of, the trust. We highly 
recommend that you speak with an attorney to clarify and 
ensure you avoid delays.

Examples of who may be considered a responsible person 
of a trust include settlors, grantors, trustees, or beneficiaries, 
if said beneficiary has the capability to exercise any of the 
powers or authorities enumerated above.

Form 5320.23 is the NFA Responsible Person Questionnaire. 
This form must be completed by all responsible persons, 
including the grantor of the NFA trust.

Passport photos can be obtained through several convenient 
channels, including shipping centers and pharmacies. We 
recommend speaking with your dealer for local suggestions. 

Fingerprint cards may be taken by any business or 
government agency who is properly equipped to take 
fingerprints. All fingerprint cards should be completed in 
blue or black ink.

A CLEO is as an officer of the law with authority over your 
county of residence’s jurisdiction who is notified of your 
intent to own and has the authority to present ineligibilities 
to the BATFE. Since this authority is not exclusive, multiple 
people may qualify as your CLEO. Ask your dealer about 
eligible local contacts to help you narrow your search.

Payment may be credit or debit card, cash, check, or money 
order. We recommend checks because when it clears, you 
know your forms are being reviewed. We also recommend 
writing the serial number of your suppressor on the memo line. 

If a responsible person lives outside the jurisdiction of the 
CLEO for where the NFA item will be maintained, that 
responsible person will need to send an additional copy of 
form 5320.23 to their respective CLEO.
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TERMS & TIPSUse our example form to carefully complete (2) included 
BATFE Form 4s (5320.4)1 and sign in blue or black ink 

Make (1) photocopy  of your completed Form 4

Make (1) photocopy of your trust documentation

Identify all responsible persons 2 (including yourself)  
and per person: 
 

Use our example form to carefully complete (1)  included 
BATFE Form 5320.23 3 and sign in blue or black ink for 
each responsible person

Obtain (1) passport photo 4 and affix to Form 5320.23 
(do NOT staple) for each responsible person

Make (1) photocopy of your completed Form 5320.23, 
with passport photo affixed, for each responsible person

Use our example form to carefully complete  
(2) FBI Form FD-258s 5 in blue or black ink for each 
responsible person

Identify your local Chief Law Enforcement Officer (CLEO)6

Write a $200 check 7 to the BATFE

Use our included envelopes to mail your completed 
paperwork to the BATFE and your CLEO 8

Follow our step-by-step guide to transfer your 
new silencer through an NFA trust.

Your dealer will notify you when your silencer is ready for pickup. 

TR
U
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INCLUDED EXAMPLE 
FORMS

BATFE Form 4 (5320.4)
BATFE Form 5320.23
FBI Form FD-258

INCLUDED BLANK FORMS

(2) BATFE Form 4s (5320.4)
(3) BATFE Form 5320.23s
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TRUST EXAMPLE FORM  
 BATFE FORM 5320.4 

TRUST EXAMPLE FORM  
 BATFE FORM 5320.4 

THE JOHN TRUST
123 MAIN STREET
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84116

JOE DEALER
456 MAIN STREET
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84116

SILENCERCO, LLC
5511 S 6055 W
WEST VALLEY CITY, UT 84118 SILENCER

JOE DEALER, AUTHORIZED OFFICIAL

 123456                                  78                             1G                           01234 12-3456789                                          2

22LR
XXX-XXX-XX

22 Sparrow SS

5.08"

(XXX) XXX-XXXX

SALT LAKE

JOHN INDIVIDUAL

ALL LAWFUL PURPOSES

MM/DD/YYYY

MM/DD/YYYY

789 MAIN STREET
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84116

UTAH HIGHWAY PATROL JAMES OFFICER, LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIAL
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TRUST EXAMPLE FORM  
 BATFE FORM 5320.4 

TRUST EXAMPLE FORM  
 BATFE FORM 5320.4 

RESPONSIBLE PERSON 2

RESPONSIBLE PERSON 3

200.00

3

JOHN INDIVIDUAL
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TRUST EXAMPLE FORM  
 BATFE FORM 5320.4 

TRUST EXAMPLE FORM  
 BATFE FORM 5320.4 
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TRUST EXAMPLE FORM  
 BATFE FORM 5320.23 

THE JOHN TRUST
123 MAIN STREET
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84116

JOHN INDIVIDUAL
123 MAIN STREET
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84116 

789 MAIN STREET
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84116

UTAH HIGHWAY PATROL JAMES OFFICER, LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIAL

SILENCERCO
5511 S 6055 W
WEST VALLEY CITY, UT 84118

SILENCER

22 Sparrow SS

(XXX) XXX-XXXX

EMAILADDRESS@EMAIL.COM

22LR XXX-XXX-XX
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TRUST EXAMPLE FORM  
 BATFE FORM 5320.23 

TRUST EXAMPLE FORM  
 BATFE FORM 5320.23 

MM/DD/YYYY
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TRUST EXAMPLE FORM  
FBI FORM FD-258

TRUST EXAMPLE FORM  
 BATFE FORM 5320.23 

123 MAIN STREET
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84116

INDIVIDUAL              JOHN                        DOE

UTAH HIGHWAY PATROL
456 MAIN STREET
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84116

SILENCER PURCHASE

MM/DD/YYYY

xx   xx   xxxx

U.S. CITIZEN                              M       W        6'4"         200      BLU     BRO     SALT LAKE CITY, UT

XXX-XX-XXXX
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TRUST EXAMPLE FORM  
FBI FORM FD-258
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Which Forms Do I Need?

If you’re filing as a Trust, use the following:

BATFE Form 4 (5320.4)
BATFE Form 5320.23
Not Included: FBI Form FD-258 (Fingerprints)
Not Included: Passport Photos

If you’re filing as an Individual, use the following:

BATFE Form 4 (5320.4)
Not Included: FBI Form FD-258 (Fingerprints)
Not Included: Passport Photos
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CONTACT
INFO@SILENCERCO.COM
801.417.5384
SILENCERCO.COM/EASYGUIDE

© 2019 SilencerCo, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

The contents of this publication may not be reproduced 
in any form or by any means in whole or in part without 
the prior written permission of the copyright owner.

CLEO MAILING CHECKLIST 
(1 ) Photocopy of BATFE Form 4 (5320.4) (Application 
for Tax Paid Transfer and Registration of Firearm)

CLEO MAILING CHECKLIST 
(1) Photocopy of BATFE Form 4 (5320.4) (Application 
for Tax Paid Transfer and Registration of Firearm)

(1) Photocopy of Your BATFE Form 5320.23 (National 
Firearms Act Responsible Person Questionnaire)

All responsible persons mail a copy of their 5320.23 
to their respective CLEO.

INDIVIDUAL TRUST

BATFE MAILING CHECKLIST
(1) $200 Check to Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and 
Explosives

(2) Original BATFE Form 4s (5320.4) (Application for Tax Paid 
Transfer and Registration of Firearm)

Affix (1) Passport Photo to Item 15 of each Form 4,  
do NOT staple

(2) Original FBI Form FD-258s (Fingerprint Card)

BATFE MAILING CHECKLIST
(1) Photocopy of Trust Documentation 

(1) $200 Check to Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms, and Explosives

(2) Original BATFE Form 4s (5320.4) (Application for 
Tax Paid Transfer and Registration of Firearm)

(1) Original BATFE Form 5320.23 (National Firearms 
Act Responsible Person Questionnaire) from all 
responsible persons

Affix (1) Passport Photo to Item 3e on Form 5320.23
do NOT staple

(2) Original FBI Form FD-258s (Fingerprint Card) 
from all responsible persons

Mailing Checklist

Errors in your submission may cause delays. Follow the mailing checklist to ensure you haven’t 
missed any necessary steps. Contact SilencerCo if you encounter any problems. 
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801.417.5384
SILENCERCO.COM/EASYGUIDE


